
“’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ Mat 22:37-39 (NIV)

Welcome to our first alumni newsletter! As you know, Hope Brisbane has a wonderful ministry amongst many young people. Many of whom, like yourself, have come into the church and have since moved on – either back to your home country to elsewhere around the world. As we have tried to keep track of our former members – it simply amazes me where our people are now! We can count countries like Ethiopia, Swaziland, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Ghana, Fiji, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, Hong Kong, China, Macau, South Korea, Indonesia, New Zealand, United States, Japan, Philippines and of course, different parts of Australia. 

This newsletter was birthed with the vision to keep in touch with all that were part of Hope Brisbane. That we might renew friendships, keep abreast with the exciting things God is doing in our growing church and also continue to be partners in the Gospel for Jesus Christ. God has been good to us and we have seen the church grow and mature in so many different ways, even as we approach our 10th Anniversary. To wet your curiosity I merely mention the dedication of 8 children to God recently, including our newest addition to Lai Ling and myself, Deborah. This year we will have 3 weddings, sign of love in the air! Abel Smith Lecture Theatre is now busting at the seams when both the International and Eureka congregations have a combined service! Another exciting development is the purchase of 17.5 acres of land where we will build our multi-purpose community centre. After about 2 years of sacrificial giving from the members, we were able to purchase the land with cash. Last year, we also saw over 100 decisions for Christ and have a faith goal for 200 this year! 

This newsletter is for you and your contributions will add to its flavor. We hope it proves to be an informative and inspiring newsletter. But most of all we hope to hear from you!

It has of course being very difficult to know where everybody is. If you know of someone who had been in our church who does not receive this newsletter, please contact our editorial team with their address and email. 

In renewing our fellowship,

Dr. Wilson Lim

Senior Minister

CHURCH 9th ANNIVERSARY 

“Church on the Move”

“Laying down what lies behind…I’m reaching for the prize.  Rising up to go ahead, we’re moving on, moving on…yeah yeah…”

It’s the theme song for our last year’s anniversary entitled “ Church on the Move”.  As a church, we believe that we should be on the cutting-edge, relevant and influential to our local community, society and nation.
Our 9th anniversary captures our characteristics as a biblical church: a multicultural church, a contemporary church and a community church.  The highlight of the night celebration was “Build the Dream, Build Our Dream” where our senior pastor, Dr Wilson Lim shared with us his vision to see our first own church building come to pass.  As we joined our hearts together in prayer and believed God for this dream to come true at the closing of the message, the presence of God was so tangible that we knew that our prayers had already been answered.  After having cut our birthday cake, we ended the night by singing and dancing with the theme song.  Everyone of us had so much fun and was filled with joy believing for greater things God was going to do in our midst as we were entering in our 10th Anniversary.

Last but not least, unlike other previous years, we produced our anniversary multimedia presentation CD for the first time.  The CD encapsulates the concept of this year’s anniversary and will certainly leave behind an unforgettable memory with you.

Come and join us for our Special 10th Anniversary, “HIGHER”, Brisbane Australia in October 2003. 

Torch K.L.

EUREKA AUSSIE DAY

Exceeds Expectations

“Eureka” was founded with the vision to be a congregation that would be a strongly biblical and “cutting edge” group of Aussies reaching Australians in Brisbane and training them to plant churches in Brisbane, Australia and all over the world.

This year we held our first community outreach “Eureka Aussie Day BBQ”.　　It was so exciting to see all of Eureka getting involved, meeting the locals, cooking, setting up, packing up, performing, running the games and competitions and generally helping to create a wonderful atmosphere!  300 guests from our community turned up and many of them remarked that it was “one of the best community events they had ever been to”.  We were able to entertain and attract all age groups, with about 450 BBQ sausages, an exciting jumping castle as well as presents for the kids; for the adults and older children we had fun games and competitions.  

I was taken back by how much the locals were excited to get involved with all the events- like the little girl who volunteered to sing “Advance Australia Fair” off the cuff!  Then there were the local Aussies getting behind and supporting the Shekinah Break dancing Team, and the 3 rock bands who played on stage.  An unplanned game of “bush cricket” broke out in the middle and everybody got involved.  Then there were the competitions- a 3 legged race, kookaburra mimicking and a “weetbix” eating competition.

One of the highlights for me was meeting the local politicians we invited.  They were totally wrapt with how well planned, yet ‘relaxed’ the day turned out.  The local city councilor even challenged the locals in a short speech to “follow Hope Brisbane’s example and do something positive for your community!”  

The local Federal Member of Parliament was even so impressed he has offered to provide all the stages, marquees and ‘a stack of cash’ for next year’s event!  Wow! Our dream of being a cutting edge- community church is being realised!  

I really want to praise God for this event… we are believing for much more as God wills and causes us to fulfil His promise to us in 

Genesis 12:2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.”
 Lance Wolter

CHRISTMAS CAROLLING   

Ho! Ho! Ho...ly Night!  24th December 2002… marked another great opportunity to bring a message of hope, joy and peace to our community.  The Christmas caroling team was driven to touch hearts – not just to bring Christmas cheer, but also to share the true meaning of Christmas.  

By God’s grace, the doors were open for us to go into some Nursing Homes, Hospitals and people’s homes. The team was greatly blessed to see the elderly, the sick, little ones and families responding with their expressions of joy as the team ministered through songs and personal contact with everyone.  The experience was truly encouraging and even for those who volunteered to join the caroling team for the first time. If you are available during Christmas to sing joyfully in a team, and have God’s compassion for the sick and elderly, then caroling IS for you! 

Matthew 26:36,40 “…I was sick and you visited Me… in as much as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”

Tim & Hsulin Looi

HANDS OF HOPE (Community service)

2002 Santa’s Gift Factory was undoubtedly the best one we have ever held.  We shared the event together with nearly 200 kids.  The positive feedback we gained from every child and parent was resounding.  At Mt Gravatt showground, the children watched the drama “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” presented by Shekinah; played in the game stalls and ate scrumptious food.  Through the event we gained thirty new contacts for Kids for Christ, Hope Brisbane Junior Church.  This brought about a new momentum in our children’s ministry.  Praise the Lord as by His grace the event was brought to another level of success!  SGF provides us with a window of opportunity to bless the underprivileged, interact with the community and most importantly bring the gospel to the children and their families.

Joanne Mak

SEMINAR- VIRTUOUS SPEAKING CHURCH
You may ask what is ‘Virtuous Speaking’.  Well, the people of God are called to be the salt and light of the earth.  We need to be nurtured and equipped to speak forth with truth and life in the spirit of love.  When believers learn to speak in such a manner, the Church can better impact the community with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Late Nov 2002, Hope Brisbane held- A Virtuous Speaking Church Seminar.  The large attendance of the seminar was reflective of the people’s desire to be trained and equipped in this area their Christian development.

The seminar imparted solid teaching and inspiration; challenged our carelessness in speech.  The program of the seminar balanced with a wide range of topics, praise and worship sessions, small group discussions, practical examples, and fellowships.  

Consequently, the seminar challenged us to allow our speech to be transformed by firstly understanding the truth in God’s Word.  Then, we apply these truths in our daily lives by the grace of God.                          

Justin Vu & Boon Thie
TESTIMONIAL 
To be frank with you, I would prefer not to go out for Evangelism.  Why? Because I do not have enough courage and boldness to speak to people; I am also not in a position to answer most if not all the questions I am confronted with.

As I have been going out for evangelism over the past months, some of these shortcomings in me seem to have dissipated.  As I constantly speak to people, I am beginning not to fear to speak to people and also have the boldness to share about the Lord with them.   I have learnt that sharing the Gospel is not only about knowing every nitty-gritty thing about the Bible, it is also about sharing one’s testimony about the wonderful things God has done for them.

Being out there in the streets has helped me realise firsthand that there are people who do not know whether there is a God or not.  And if all the Christians do not become the salt and light to them, they will never know the ‘Good News’!

My prayer for all Christians is that we may be a testimony not only to ourselves but to the people around us.  It is not achieved by only going to the streets, I believe that we can do it at schools, universities, work, home, our neighbourhood, and simply everywhere…!

Farai Muindisi

UPCOMING EVENTS
18-21 Apr 
 Oceania National Convention, Philip Island Adventure Resort, VIC

25 May
 Missions Dedication

31 May 
 Beng C and Mel Widjaja’s Wedding
4-6 Jul 
 Brisbane Church Conference
For more info please contact Hope Brisbane Office, hopebris@gil.com.au
WE WANT TO HEAR YOUR NEWS!
Please share any information about what is new in your life, personal accomplishments or experiences, and what you are doing in your profession, church, community, etc. Information will be considered for inclusion in the Alumni section of "The Knitwork." Your information may also be shared with the Hope Brisbane Alumni Team who may share your success stories with current, prospective and past members and their parents who are eager to hear about our alumni.  Do also relay this exciting initiative to other past members who may like to join the Alumni group.
Have You Moved?  Alumni do keep us informed of changes in address and email.
We endeavour to improve in keeping you abreast with updates of church news.  A periodic newsletter will be sent out to you on a four-month basis.  Look out for more topics! 

If you have any comments, suggestions, or you wish to be excluded from receiving the "Hope Brisbane Alumni eNewsletter," please contact the Alumni Team via e-mail at hopebrisalumni@yahoo.com.

HBCC VISION STATEMENT

Our vision is to help fulfil the Great Commission by building strong biblical people to plant strong biblical churches in Brisbane and all over the world.


ALUMNI TEAM MISSION STATEMENT

We will advance the connections with alumni striving to involve them as partners in advancing the Great Commission.

DO YOU KNOW?

Below is a list of names of past members we hope to renew friendships with HBCC.  Please contact the Alumni team should you know of their interest to be involved as partners in advancing the Great Commission.  With permission please forward their email address as a contact medium. 

Aaron Aw, Peter Bennet, Esti Budirahaju, Chun Kong Chan, Jenny Chang, Michael Chen, Chantelle Cheng, Tony Cheng, Alvin Chiang Yen Chern, Charlotte Siu Yin Cheung, Chiong Ying Chiang, Adrian Chung Long Chiu, Stella Cho, Winston Yew Yoong Chong, Sarah Choo, Maverick Chern Foong Chu, Angela Chay Hoon Chua, Yean Shien Chua, Beatrice Chung, Dorian Drake, Rosie Drake, Grant Edwards, Rob Edwards, Raquel Escalon, Trevor Fong, Joanne Foo, Dina Ho, Yoke Meng Hoh, Min Hung Hsieh, Raymond Huan, Sharon Huan, Frank Huang, Marie Louise Hutchenson, James Chee Wan Ing, Nugul Intrasungkha, Shannon Leigh Jones, Elly Kim, Sung Han Kim,  Amanda Koe, Leonard Chi Foong Kok, Sharon Hui Ching Lai, Lauren Inneke Landsberry, Janoz Laquihon, Calvin Lee, Ching Ching Lee, Fook Seung Lee, Jennifer Christina Lee, Jenny Lee, Joseph Lee, Sandra Lee, Chrystal Leng, Lesley Mei Yi Leong, Fiona Mei Fong Lian, Wilson Liao, Ronald Liaw, Jane Ligawa, Adrian Soo Jin Lim, Philip Jit Huat Lim, Richard Pak Ping Lim, Wai Meng Lim, Fanzu Lin, Angela Liu, Nelly Effendy Liu,  Wendy Pei Wei Loh, Jeffery Long, Joshua Kun Shun Lu, Ricky Marino, Samuel McClure, Ben McFarlene, Kah Chee Mok, Desiree Ng, Hui Choo Ng, Leng Yau Ng, Lidya Ng, Mae Lin Ng, Meliana Ng, Son Ngo, Stephen Nothdurft, Edna Hui Ling Oh, Katherine Chiew Hwee Ong, Warinda Panchasap, Eva Maria Panilagao, David Phang, Terry Potter, Penelop Quah, Vivien Raby, Ingrid Reitermeier, Lisiey Saputra, Ilaisa Seniqai, Goodness Lungile Seyama, Aki Chiu Hue Siah, Evelyn Sianjaya, Gary Teck Kher Sim, Pauline Soo, Arporn Sroukrathok, Yew Ching Su, Angeline Sunee, David Syn, Grace Suan Cheng Tan, Kenneth Tan,  Melissa Li Hsien Tan, Sherrie Tan, Tina Wei Chin Tan, Lee San Teo, Wendy Tiu, Gusriyana Tjung, Daniel Wa To, Michael Toh, Zena Tong, Menny Lee Triang, Tim Tsui, Jeng Jeng Yoke Siew Y Wang, Timonthy Wang, Kristina Warren, Dharshana Weliange, Bridget Wong, Carven Wong, Julius Yen Wei Wong, Yvonne Wong, Alissa Wongkitprasert, Danny Chee Yen Yap, Elaine Yap, Kian Hin Yap, Siu Kian Yap, Yong Kwong Yee, Fiona Chiou Hoon Yeo,ong, Bready You, Karen Yuen, Wendy Zou  
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